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Ex-Dropout Mother Rises to Assistant Librarian  
Also Overcomes Personal Tragedy, Thanks to Books  

  

Even though 16 year-old mother and high school dropout Maylin Reyes was not 

much of a reader, she never dreamed that books would one day enable her to be-

come an Assistant Librarian but also help her overcome her own devastating loss. 

 Maylin had grown up in Caserío El Páramo, and like most kids there she had never 

had books. Both she and her husband worked hard at menial jobs, but they could  

barely put food on the table, and Maylin realized one day that their only way out of 

poverty was to go back to school, get her diploma and look for a decent job. 

 At first, studying was difficult, especially with an infant daughter, so Maylinôs hus-

band babysat and she went for her first time to the new library in town, Biblioteca 

Pública El Páramo. She was at once intrigued by the library and all of the interesting 

books, and she knew then that she wanted to learn as much as she could. 

 As Maylin read more, she began to really enjoy studying, and it was no surprise 

when she graduated with honors. Inspired, she took more secretarial and computer 

classes while working part time, and after she began to volunteer at the library, a 

position opened for Assistant Librarian . Maylin applied, and though she felt she was 

one of the best candidates, she was shocked and overjoyed when she got the job. 

 Maylin trained hard and loved working at the library, but tragedy struck suddenly last March when her husband was 

killed in a motorcycle accident. Left alone to support their daughter, Maylin grew increasingly despondent and sank into a 

hopeless depression. 

 Maylin tried for weeks to work through her grief at the library until a box of new books arrived one day, and she found 

one that helped families cope with personal tragedy. She began to feel better as she read and then sought out other self-

help books until she was able to shake off her feelings of despair. 

 Now 20, Maylin cheerfully helps library visitors find the books they 

need to overcome lifeôs challenges and enrich their lives, and she 

has also revived her hunger for knowledge by recently enrolling in a 

Saturday afternoon class at University Romulo Gallegos in the 

nearby city of Valle de La Pascua. 

 Maylin is grateful to everyone who helped FUNDVEC build and sup-

port Biblioteca Pública El Páramo, because this wonderful treasure 

of books has not only ignited her passion to read but enabled her to 

transcend from the depths of tragedy to a life of meaningful learning. 

FUNDVEC 

Asst. Librarian Maylin Reyes and                   

3 year old daughter Nazareth 

Meet Library Aficionado            

Moisés Palacios, 8                       

ñThank you for this 

beautiful library and all 

the interesting books.   

I come to the library 

every day to read 

about art because I 

love drawing and 

when I grow up I want 

to be an artist.ò 



 

 

 

Dear Friends:  

 Because of you, FUNDVECôs efforts to provide free access to books are making a 

profound impact on the quality of education being offered to impoverished rural citi-

zens in Venezuela. 

 Getting a better education enables people to find their way out of poverty because 

they learn to take charge of their own lives and seek out opportunities to make them 

better. 

 In fact, during my recent visit to Biblioteca Pública El Páramo in Caserío El 

Páramo, I met with parents, teachers and students who were proud that for the first 

time ever all 32 high school students had graduated with their class. Twenty-two 

had even decided to continue their education and were already enrolled at the 

Technical Agriculture College!  

 Having quality, up-to-date books in a clean, well-lighted library has clearly made a 

difference for these students, especially since their parents were unable to afford 

books or provide adequate studying conditions. However, before FUNDVEC built 

Biblioteca Pública El Páramo, over 45% of students dropped out before reaching 

the 6th grade, according to a study conducted by the University Simon Rodriguez in Valle de La Pascua (Guárico State).  

As  Biblioteca Pública El Páramo fast approaches its 5th successful year, it is still the only rural library of its kind in Vene-

zuela, and now more than ever serves as a center of information and lifelong learning. In October a record 1180 patrons 

of all ages visited the library, and some even brought their own chairs or waited outside for a space to become available.  

We plan to accommodate more patrons by purchasing 2 tables and 12 chairs just as soon as we can raise the necessary 

funds.   

 The community has once again come together during these challenging times, volunteering to keep their library sparkling 

clean, and the Caserío El Páramo Library Committee is working with the Library Coordinator and me to partner with local 

businesses and private foundations for their support of Biblioteca Pública El Páramo. 

 Thank you again for making it possible for FUNDVEC to provide disadvantaged rural citizens in Venezuela with access 

to books and information; because of you, they are learning to achieve their full potential and break povertyôs cycle.  

 I wish you and your families the best for this holiday season and a prosperous, healthy new year. 

Gratefully yours, 

América Soler-Everhart, Board President 

América Soler-Everhart with young readers 

at Biblioteca Pública El Páramo                   

5th Grader Learns About Litterôs Harm, Educates Others 
 

9 year-old Gabriela Andreina Castillo is in the 5th grade and loves to go to the library to 

read about the environment, especially since her familyôs beloved cow Lucerito (Little 

Star) suffered an agonizing death after it swallowed a discarded plastic bag.  

Gabriela misses her cow because it was just like a part of her family and also because 

it gave them milk to drink and sell, which helped pay for school materials for her and 

her three brothers and sisters.   

Improperly discarded garbage and litter cause widespread problems throughout Vene-

zuela, so Gabriela is organizing a trash clean-up day with her class and is also starting 

an anti-litter campaign to educate others about the dangers posed to animals and our  

environment.   Gabriela enjoys studying at               

Biblioteca Pública El Páramo 

Presidentôs Reflections 



 

 

Book Lovers and Volunteers to the Rescue!  

Castro Valley Library volunteer and bargain-hunter extraordinaire Donna Jones 
loves to read and has always wanted to share her passion with the thousands of 
poor children in Latin America that have no books.   

When Donna found a ñgoing-out-of-businessò sale of childrenôs books in Spanish, 
she just couldnôt resist, and she and her kind-hearted friends Lisa Lafave and Bar-
bara and Kevin Sams scooped up over 350 brand new childrenôs books of classic 
and contemporary literature.  

Donna recalled enjoying a fundraising event several years ago that was held to 
buy books for impoverished rural children in Venezuelam so she decided to call its 
host, the Venezuelan Foundation for Education & Culture, or FUNDVEC.  

Volunteers at FUNDVEC were ecstatic and gratefully accepted the books, espe-
cially since they arrived just in time for the Summer Reading Program at Biblioteca 
P¼blica El P§ramo, and affordable childrenôs books in Venezuela had also become exceedingly difficult to find. 

But one large obstacle remained ï how would FUNDVEC get all those wonderful books to Venezuela in time for chil-
dren to enjoy them throughout the summer? 

Thatôs when FUNDVEC volunteer Doris Kosik stepped up; she was going to Venezuela with her daughter and a friend 
and would take a suitcase filled with enough books for the summer program.  The books were soon on their way to Bib-
lioteca Pública El Páramo, and FUNDVEC volunteers Craig and América Everhart would bring the rest later on their 
annual visit to the library. 

Thanks to these special friends and volunteers, 82 children in the Summer Reading Program enjoyed brand new books 
this year, and they not only improved their reading skills but also learned how to use their public library.  As an incentive 
to appreciate books, each child got a ñPeque¶os Cl§sicosò (mini-classics) book to keep and cherish.   

Way to go, team! 

Kids in the Summer Reading Program         

at Biblioteca Pública El Páramo. 

When 19 children in the rural preschool of Caserío El Corozo (Guárico State) proudly 
recited their ABCôs, sang songs and shared stories from favorite books out of their new 
Seeds of Knowledge Bookcase library, Library Coordinator Marbella Mendoza and Board 
President América Soler-Everhart knew right away that the latest FUNDVEC library pro-
ject was making progress in promoting family literacy and preparing children for school 
success. 

Over 90% of preschool children in rural Venezuela lack access to quality, age-
appropriate books, but the  Planting Seeds of Knowledge Bookcase Libraries Project is 
already reaching hundreds of children in 10 rural preschools with brand new books of 
childrenôs literature.  

After teachers and parents agree to read aloud daily to their children, a bookcase library 
can be  ñplantedò in a rural preschool.  The program is designed to help expand young minds and improve early literacy, 
which will nurture children into becoming good readers and successful students.  

Seeds of Knowledge Bookcase Libraries are affordable and come in 2 sizes ï small ($375.00 ï 
holds 25 to 30 quality books, and large ($425.00 ï holds 30 to 40); both come with a special 
plaque to commemorate donors and/or loved ones.   

On behalf of children who are now discovering the joys of reading, we send special thanks to 
the following sponsors for planting Seeds of Knowledge Bookcase Libraries in rural preschools:   

Miss Cristina Black, Bill Brown Construction, Miss Sabrina Mendez Contreras, Shirley Cooper, 
Cathy Ann Jastram, Donna Jones, Catherine Morey, Viki Paganini, Kevin & Barbara Sams,  
Nakarí Small, and the Vadasz Family Foundation.  

Children in 12 rural preschools in Guárico State, Venezuela are anxiously awaiting books. If you 
would like to help inspire their passion for reading, we invite you to plant a Seeds of Knowledge 
Bookcase Library for them through a special tax-deductible donation to FUNDVEC. 

Seeds of Knowledge            

Bookcase Library 

Children familiarize themselves with 

books to get a head start on reading. 

Seeds of Knowledge Bookcase Libraries Now in 10 Rural Preschools  
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With books, literacy always begins early ! 

Our mission is to provide access to books in impoverished rural areas in Venezuela.  

 Fundación Venezolana Educación y Cultura (FUNDVEC), or the Venezuelan Foundation for Education & Culture                                 

is a volunteer-operated, non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization. 

   The generosity of our donors supports our vital library projects in Venezuela,                                                                                   

and donations made to FUNDVEC are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  

If you would like more information, please visit our website at www.fundvec.org, or call us at 510-357-6552.                                      

   Please note that we do not share or sell our mailing list to other organizations or entities. 

Thank you for your interest in FUNDVEC. 
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ñOnly the educated are freeò 

                                                - Epictetus 


